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DETAILED ACTION 

The following is a non-final, first office action on the merits, in response to application filed 
3/31/2005. Per amendments to the claims filed on 3/31/2005, claims 1-28 are presented for 
examination and are currently pending. 

Priority 

The Applicant claims benefit of PCT/GB03/04336 filed on 10/03/2003. Receipt is 
acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which papers have 
been placed of record in the file. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 3/31/2005 was in compliance 
with the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97. Accordingly, the information disclosure statement is 
being considered by the examiner. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 
35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claim 28 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. 
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Claim 28 recites an encoding template which is unclear a system or a software 
program. Examiner finds claim 28 void of process/apparatus structure and fails to 
belong to an appropriate statutory subject class. Therefore, claim 28 is rejected under 
non-statutory subject matter. See MPEP 2106. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Lahti et al. 
(hereinafter Lahti, International Pub. No. WO 98/42173). 

As per claim 1 , Lahti discloses a method for generating an SMS business message for 
processing by a software application comprising the steps of: 

• a data collection interface accepting outgoing instructions and outgoing data from 
said software application (Fig.1, user interface; p. 3, lines 11-13, sending, reply; p. 6, 
lines 29-31 , database language); 

• a message encoding engine encoding said outgoing instructions and outgoing data 
from said software application using an encoding template to generate the SMS 
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business message as a categorized SMS message formatted for processing by a 
data processing system (Fig. 3, p.7, lines 26-31, payment template); and 

• a dispatcher runtime processor processing said SMS business message for 
transmission over a network to a recipient (Fig. 3, p.7, lines 26-33, transferred as a 
short message). 

• As per claim 2, Lahti further discloses the method of claim 1 further comprising the 
step of transmitting the SMS business message over a network to a recipient (Fig. 3, 
p.7, lines 26-33, transferred as a short message). 

As per claim 3, Lahti further discloses the method of claim 2 wherein the SMS business 
message comprises: 

• a message text entry field for alerting the recipient about a commerce 
event (p. 2, line 12, banking service); and 

• an encryption string entry field (p. 3, lines 25-26, user name, password). 

As per claim 4, Lahti further discloses the method of claim 3 wherein the SMS business 
message further comprises: 

• a response indicator label (p. 5, line 20, command) 

• a recipient data entry field associated with said response indicator 
label (p. 3, line 25, username); 

• a recipient authentication indicator label (p.5, line 20, command); and 
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• a recipient authentication data entry field associated with said 
recipient authentication indicator label (p.3, line 26, password). 

As per claim 5, Lahti further discloses the method of claims 3 wherein said encryption 
string entry field is adapted to accept communication session identification data (p. 6, 
line 24, verifies; lines 25-26, identified). 

As per claim 6, Lahti further discloses the method of claim 5 wherein said session 
identification data may be used to associate a response to a sent message (p. 6, line 26, 
authorized to use). 

As per claim 7, Lahti further discloses the method of claim 6 wherein said session 
identification data may be used to identify a software application to process a response 
to a sent message (p. 6, line 29-30, database language, response). 

As per claim 8, Lahti further discloses the method of claim 3 wherein said encryption 
string entry field is adapted to accept security data (p. 10, line 33, receiver's secret key). 

As per claim 9, Lahti further discloses the method of claim 4 wherein said recipient 
authentication data entry field is adapted to accept a personal identification number 
(PIN) from said recipient (p. 7, line 1, account number). 
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As per claim 1 0, Lahti further discloses the method of claim 4 wherein the SMS 
business message further comprises: 

• a first recipient data entry field associated with said response indicator label, wherein 
said first recipient data entry field is adapted to allow a response to be inserted by a 
responding recipient (p. 7, line 25, username); and 

• a second recipient data entry field associated with said authentication indicator label, 
wherein said second recipient data entry field is adapted to allow a response to be 
inserted by a responding recipient (p. 7, line 25, password). 

As per claim 1 1 , Lahti further discloses the method of claim 1 wherein the encoding 
template comprises: categorisation meta data defining a categorisation of SMS 
business messages, wherein: 

• the categorisation represents a specific businesses intended usage (p.1 , line 25, 
telephone banking); 

• categorisation meta data provides a definition of the categorization (Fig. 2, balance 
inquiry); and 

• the categorisation meta data is parsable by said data processing system for 
generating SMS business messages (col.2, lines 1-3, transferring, short message 
type messages). 
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As per claim 12, Lahti further discloses the method of claim 1 1 wherein the encoding 
template further comprises: 

• a message entry field for insertion of a message entry of full SMS message length 
for access by a recipient, wherein ( p.4, line 22, short character string); 

• said template provides an additional field in said SMS business message for 
categorisation meta data (p.4, line 24, a header part); and 

• said meta data provides instructions for encoding a business intended usage of an 
SMS business message (p. 5, line 19-20, information needed, command part, 
interpreted to mean). 

As per claim 13, Lahti further discloses the method of claim 12 wherein said meta data 
includes instructions for dispatching said SMS business message including instructions 
selected from: 

• a message priority (p. 7, line 10, a code, particular reply relates to); 

• a delivery time (p.8, line 32, time); 

• a number of recipients (p. 7, line 13, user); 

• a delivery channel (p. 7, line 5-7, TCP/IP, short message service center, mobile 
switching center, base station); 

• a need for confirmation (p.8, line 29, acknowledge) ; 

• a need for authentication (p.8, line 22, username, password); 

• a need for encryption (p.1 1 , line 2-3, public key, secret key); and 

• an intended web application to handle a response (Fig. 1 , self service unit). 
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As per claim 14, Lahti further discloses the method of claim 12 wherein said meta data 
includes instructions for identifying a software application intended to handle a response 
to said SMS business message (Fig. 1, self service unit; p. 6, line 29, database 
language). 

As per claim 1 5, Lahti further discloses the method of claim 2 further comprising the 
steps of: 

• a server receiving a response messages from a recipient in response to the 
transmission of said SMS business message (Fig. 1, user interface server); 

• decoding an encryption string within said SMS response message with an 
appropriate key to verify that said response message is directed to said server (p.1 1 , 
line 7, decrypts); 

• extracting identification from said SMS response message for processing 
information in said response (p.8, line 24, identified) ; 

• identifying and obtaining a corresponding inbound template for said response 
message from said server (p.8, line 24, authorized to use); 

• parsing said response message with said inbound template to extract incoming data 
and incoming instructions contained in said response message, if any, for 
processing said data and instructions (p.7, line 17, command; p.8, line 29, reply 
creates an acknowledge message). 
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As per claim 1 6, Lahti further discloses the method of claim 1 5 further comprising the 
forwarding said incoming data and incoming instructions to an application server for 
processing (p. 8, line 29, reply creates an acknowledge message). 

As per claim 1 7, Lahti further discloses the method of claim 1 6 wherein said SMS 
response message includes: 

• an encryption string encoded with an encoding key (p. 10. line 30, encryption, public 
key); 

• identification of a software application capable of processing said response (Fig. 1 , 
self service unit; p. 6, line 29, database language); and 

• user authentication information (p.8, line 22, username, password). 

As per claim 18, Lahti further discloses the method of claim 1 7 wherein: 

• said server has access to said encoding key (p. 10, line 29-30, encryption, public 
key); and 

• said server has access to said inbound template (p.7, line 31-32, payment template). 

As per claim 19, Lahti further discloses the method of claim 2 further comprising the 
steps of: 

• a server receiving an SMS response message from a recipient in response to the 
transmission of said SMS business message ( Fig. 1, user interface server); and 
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• a response tracking database tracking said SMS response message in a response 
tracking database (Fig. 2. p. 6, line 29-30, database language, response). 

As per claim 20, Lahti further discloses the method of claim 19 further comprising the 
steps of: 

• an inbound template database identifying and parsing said SMS response message 
(p. 8, line 22-24, identified; line 29, acknowledge) ; 

• said dispatcher processing said SMS response message and forwarding said SMS 
response messages to said software application ( p.1 1 , line 5, encrypt, sent). 

As per claim 21 , Lahti discloses means for generating an SMS business message for 
processing by a software application comprising: 

• means for a data collection interface accepting outgoing instructions and outgoing 
data from said software application (Fig.1, p. 2, lines 10-13, user interface server; 
p. 3, lines 11-13, sending, reply; p.6, lines 29-31 , database language); 

• means for a message encoding engine encoding said outgoing instructions and 
outgoing data from said software application using an encoding template to generate 
the SMS business message as a categorized SMS message formatted for 
processing by a data processing system (Fig.1, banking application computer; p. 7, 
lines 26-31 , payment template ); and 
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• means for a dispatcher runtime processor processing said SMS business message 
for transmission over a network to a recipient (Fig. 3, p. 7, lines 26-33, transferred as 
a short message, user terminal). 

As per claim 22, Lahti further discloses a computer program product directly loadable 
into the internal memory of a digital computer, comprising software code portions for 
performing, when said product is run on a computer, the method of claims 1 (p. 2, line 
27, data communication connection, transfer data). 

As per claim 23, Lahti discloses a method for processing an incoming e-commerce SMS 
response message received by a server from a recipient responding to an outgoing e- 
commerce SMS message, comprising: 

• receiving said SMS response message (p.8, line 16-18, short message); 

• decoding an encryption string within said SMS response message with an 
appropriate key to verify that said response message is directed to said server (p.1 1 , 
line 7, decrypts); 

• extracting identification from said SMS response message for processing 
information in said response (p.8, line 24, identified); 

• identifying and obtaining a corresponding inbound template for said response 
message from said server (p.8, line 24, authorized to use);; 

• parsing said response message with said inbound template to extract data and 
instructions contained in said response message, if any, for processing said data 
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and instructions (p. 7, line 17, command; p.8, line 29, reply creates an acknowledge 
message). 

As per claim 24, Lahti discloses an SMS commerce message format for use in sending 
a commerce message over a network to a recipient comprising: 

• a message text entry field for alerting a recipient about a commerce event (p. 2, line 
12, banking service); 

• an encryption string entry field (p. 3, lines 25-26, user name, password). 

• a response indicator label (p. 5, line 20, command); 

• a recipient data entry field associated with said response indicator label (p. 3, line 25, 
username); 

• a recipient authentication indicator label (p. 5, line 20, command); and, 

• a recipient authentication data entry field associated with said recipient 
authentication indicator label (p. 3, line 26, password). 

As per claim 25, Lahti further discloses the SMS message format of claim 24 wherein 
said encryption string entry field is adapted to accept communication session 
identification data (p. 6, line 24, verifies; lines 25-26, identified). 

As per claim 26, Lahti further discloses the SMS message format of claim 24 wherein 
said encryption string entry field is adapted to accept security data (p. 10, line 33, 
receiver's secret key). 
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As per claim 27, Lahti further discloses the SMS message format of claim 24 wherein 
said recipient authentication data entry field is adapted to accept a PIN number from 
said recipient (p. 7, line 1, account number). 

As per claim 28, Lahti discloses an SMS universal encoding template for encoding 
outbound SMS business messages for a data processing system for transmission over 
a network; comprising: 

• categorization meta data defining a categorization of outbound SMS messages (Fig. 
2, balance inquiry); 

• said categorization representing a specific businesses intended usage (p.1, line 25, 
telephone banking); and 

• said categorization meta data providing definitions of messages and instructions that 
are parsable by said data processing system for generating SMS business 
messages (col. 2, lines 1-3, transferring, short message type messages). 

Examiner has pointed out particular references contained in the prior arts of record in 
the body of this action for the convenience of the applicant. Although the specified 
citations are representative of the teachings in the art and are applied to the specific 
limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures may apply as well. It 
is respectfully requested from the applicant, in preparing the response, to consider fully 
the entire references as potentially teaching all or part of the claimed invention, as well 
as the context of the passage as taught by the prior arts or disclosed by the examiner. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to SUN LI whose telephone number is (571) 270-5489. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 6:30AM-5:00PM Eastern 
Standard Time. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Bradley Bayat can be reached on 571-272-6704. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

SL 

Patent Examiner, AU 4115 



/Bradley B Bayat/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 41 15 



